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TENBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tenbury  Rural  District  Council. 

LADY  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  1947. 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  Acres  . .  31,250 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population,  mid  1947  5,510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1947  ...  ...  ...  1,702 

Rateable  Value  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £18,264 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £75/12/4 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  District  comprises  fourteen  parishes,  and  is  entirely  rural  in 
character  except  for  the  market  town  of  Tenbury.  Agriculture,  including 
fruit  and  hop  growing,  is  the  chief  industry  and  provides  work  for  the  majority 

of  the  adult  male  population. 

A  varying  number  of  men  are  employed  at  a  number  of  small  coal  pits 
on  the  borders  of  the  area. 

During  the  Autumn  months  the  population  is  increased  by  fruit  and  hop 
pickers,  mostly  women  and  children,  who  are  brought  into  the  district  and 
accommodated  in  special  quarters  on  the  farms. 

There  are  many  small  holdings  in  the  area,  and  the  amount  of  unem¬ 
ployment  varies  very  little. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated 
population 

Birth.  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still 
births) 

DEATHS. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales... 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

INFANT  MORTALITY  under 
one  year  of  age. 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS 
under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and 

Wales 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Total 

1947 

1946 

54 

58 

112 

87 

3 

3 

6 

10 

57 

61 

118 

97 

21.4 

17.8 

20.5 

19.6 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8.4 

20.6 

31 

30 

61 

71 

11.07 

13.0 

12.0 

11.3 

0 

0 

\  ■ 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

8.40 

0 

8.90 

0 

0 

0 

41 

43 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Total 

1947 

7 

Total 

1946 

11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

0 

1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

0 

0 

'  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Reference 

No. 

Males 

Females 

13. 

Cancer  of  the  Mouth,  Oesoph  (M),  Uterus  (F) 

0 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 

0 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

2 

2 

17. 

Diabetes 

0 

I 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

4 

4 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

12 

12 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

3 

1 

21. 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

28. 

Nephritis 

0 

1 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

0 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

0 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

0 

0 

36. 

All  other  Causes 

t. 

3 

2 

TOTAL 

31 

30 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  in  the  AREA 

In  carrying  out  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  area  1  have 
the  assistance  and!  co-operation  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Parkinson,  who  has  been  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  the  area  since  May,  1932,  and  who  is  also  Building  Surveyor  and 
Water  Engineer  for  the  area. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

An  Ambulance  available  for  the  district  is  provided  by  a  Voluntary 
Committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Councillor  K.  D.  Briggs,  C.C. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  County  Council  Laboratory  at  Worcester  is  available  for  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and 
samples  of  water. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

There  are  four  District  Nurses  in  the  area,  who  also  act  as  Midwives  and 
carry  out  the  duties  of  Health  Visitors. 

Two  of  these  Nurses  live  at  Tenbury  Hospital,  the  other  two  residing  in 
outlying  parishes,  and  their  work  is  so  apportioned  as  to  cover  the  entire  area. 

There  are  also  two  practising  Midwives  in  the  area. 
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HOSPITALS. 

The  Tenbury  Hospital  is  quite  close  to  the  town,  and  though,  being  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  it  is  actually  in.  Burford,  Salop,  it  is  managed  and 
supported  chiefly  by  the  town  and  district  of  Tenbury. 

The  Hospital  has  fifteen  beds  for  medical  and  surgical  cases,  and  one 
cot,  and  is  very  well  equipped. 

For  Infectious  Diseases  the  Worcester  Isolation  Hospital  is  used. 

The  Public  Assistance  Hospital  at  Kidderminster  is  also  available,  and 
for  Maternity  cases  the  County  Council  provides  accommodation  in  three 
Maternity  Hospitals. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  who 
arrange  dispensary  and  sanitorium  treatment  as  far  as  present  resources 
permit. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

The  County  Council  arrange  for  treatment  and  supervision  of  these  cases 
at  the  nearest  hospital  centre. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
WATER 

The  supply  to  the  town  of  Tenbury  has  proved  satisfactory  in  quality 
except  for  a  short  period  following  a  rapid  snow  thaw.  With  this  exception 
regular  analyses  have  proved  satisfactory.  The  quantity  is  variable  and 
requires  to  (be  augmented.  (See  full  report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Water 
Engineer). 

Many  of  the  large  number  of  wells,  springs  and  small  private  piped  sup¬ 
plies  have  proved  unsatisfactory  on  analysis.  The  consumers  are  advised 
what  action  to  take  according  to  the  individual  circumstances. 

A  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Water  Engineer 
for  the  piping  of  water  from  the  Elan  Aqueduct  (City  elf  Birmingham)  to 
adjacent  parts  of  the  area. 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Mains  : — 


Parish. 

No.  of  houses  supplied 
from  Stard-pipe  Taps. 

No.  of  houses  supplie 
direct  from  Mains. 

TENBURY  . 

34 

350 

KN 1GHT  ON-ON-TEME 

Nil 

Nil 

LINDRIDGE  . * 

Nil 

Nil 

MAMBLE  . 

Nil 

Nil 

PENSAX  . 

Nil 

Nil 

BAYTON  •  . 

Nil 

Nil 

STOCKTON  . 

Nil 

Nil 

STANFORD  . 

Nil 

Nil 

EASTHAM  . 

Nil 

Nil 

HANLEY 

Nil 

Nil 

ROCHFCRD  . 

Nil 

Nil 

KYRE  . 

Nil 

Nil 

STOKE  BLISS 

Nil 

Nil 

BOCKLETON 

Nil 

Nil 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

1.  Tenbury  Town. 

Of  the  houses  in  and  close  to  the  town,  about  seventy-five  per  cent  have 
water  carriage  and  the  remaining  twenty-five  per  cent  bucket  latrines. 

There  are  no  outfall  works  and  sewage  .enters  the  River  Teme  without 
treatment.  The  sewers  range  from  6in.  to  a  maximum  of  12in.,  -but  there 
are  many  very  old  brick  culverts  in  use.  One  outfall  follows  the  line  of  the 
Kyre  Brook  and  is  defective  in  numerous  places.  A  second  discharges 
opposite  Church  Street  and  the  third  a  hundred  yards  East  of  Feme  Bridge. 

As  the  outfalls  described  above  do  not  appear  to  discharge  crude  sewage, 
and  as  there  are  very  few  means  of  access  to  the  sewers,  it  can  only  be 
surmised  that  the  old  culverts  are  acting  as  an  elementary  form  of  septic  tank. 

A  system  of  collection  is  in  operation  for  the  bucket  latrines. 

The  Council’s  Engineers  are  in  course  of  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  new  sewers  and  an  outfall  works  of  adequate  capacity. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  nothing  will  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
rapid;  implementation  of  this  scheme  and  the  conversion  of  the  remaining 
bucket  latrines. 

The  present  system  can  be  described  as  an  ever  present  menace  to'  the 
health,  of  the  town. 

2.  Rural  District. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  have  latrines  of  the  “  pit  tj^pe  ”  and  few 
have  given  rise  to  complaint.  Some  have  bucket  latrines  and  a  few  water 
carriage  with  septic  tanks. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  only  serious  pollution  known  to>  be  occurring  is  that  of  the  River 
Teme  at  Tenbury  (see  above). 

SCHOOLS. 

Many  of  the  school  buildings  are  badly  in  need  of  repair  and  re-decora¬ 
tion.  The  sanitary  arrangements,  and  especially  the  washing  facilities,  are 
much  below  the  standard  required. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Only  two  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  (private 
enterprise  nil).  Considerable  difficulties  arose  over  the  choice  of  sites  with 
the  Planning  Officers  of  the  Ministries  concerned  and  in  coming  to  agree¬ 
ment  on  contract  prices  with  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Being  a  rural  area  with 
few  local  building  contractors  and  being  far  from  sources  of  supply  and 
labour,  high  prices  are  inevitable. 

It  is  hoped  that  such  difficulties  will  be  overcome  and  a  start  made  in 
bringing  relief  to  the  many  families  now  living  under  most?  unsatisfactory 
conditions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  hundred  and  ten  applications  for 
council  houses  in  the  district. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

!.  Milk  Supply. 

2.  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

See  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 


6 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

During  the  year  l  have  received  notifications  of  the  following  cases  : 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  •••  2i 

Diphtheria  ,..  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  50 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  4 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 


POLIOMYELITIS. 

During  the  widespread  epidemic  in  the  country  during  the  autumn  we 
were  fortunate  in  having  only  three  cases  in  the  district.  Only  one  case  was 
severe. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  importance  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  infancy  and  the 
need  for  a  reinforcing  dose  on  reaching  school  age,  has  been  explained  to 
parents.  Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  each  session  in  the  Welfare  Centre 
and  during  my  visits  to  the  schools.  The  response  has  been  quite  good,  but 
there  is  room  for  improvement. 

57  children  were  given  primary  courses. 

67  children  were  given  reinforcing  doses. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  (seven  in.  1946). 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  iq47- 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 

Age 


Period. 

Pulmonary. 

NomPulmonary. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

0  ... 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

t 

5  ... 

15  ... 

1 

... 

25  ... 

1 

• .  •  • .  • 

35  ... 

45  ... 

55  ... 

65  ... 

2 

1 

1  ... 

\  ... 

3 

2 

...  0  1  ... 

0  0  ...  0  0 
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No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  3936. 

There  were  in  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  : 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

14  11  9  v  9 

SCHOOLS. 

Thirty  cases  of  measles  occurred  among  children  of  school  age.  No 
schools  were  closed  due  to  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Members  of  the  Council  and  staff  for  their 
help  and  co-operation  during  my  first  year  as  Medical  Officer. 

f  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MARKHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  inspector 


WATER. 

The  town  of  Ten, bury  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains. 
The  source  of  this  supply  is  situated  at  Clee  'Hill,  the  water  'being  drawn 
from  the  Millstone  Grit  formations  there. 

A  connection  between  the  Birmingham  Water  Conduit  from  Elan  Valley 
and  the  Tenbury  intake  chamber  gives  a  supplementary  supply.  The  effects 
of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  rate  of  intake  from  Tenbury ’s  source  can  be 
rectified  by  the  turn  of  a  valve  on  the  supplementary  supply  connection. 

As  regards  the  rural  parts  of  the  district,  in  which  there  is  not  a  sizeable 
village,  although  there  are  a  few  private  piped  supplies,  generally  the  mode 
of  supply  may  be  said  to  be  by  Wells  and  Springs. 

Heavy  snows  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  no  doubt  improved  the  position 
with  Tegard  to  the  quantity  of  water  available  to  wells  and  springs  throughout 
the  rural  district. 


TENBURY  WATERWORKS. 

WATER. 

The  severe  frost  which  occurred  towards  the  end  of  February  brought 
about  a  large  number  of  bursts  in  water  pipes,  causing  serious  wasting  of 
water  and  a  difficulty  in  maintaining  a  working  head  at  the  reservoir.  Diffi¬ 
culties  were  increased  by  the  heavy’-  snow  drifts  on  the  four  miles  of  roads 
and  fields  over  which  the  supply  passes  from  Studley  over  which  ground  it 
was  necessary  to  work  to  maintain  the  supply.  (The  snow-drifts  in  places 
were  10ft.  deep,  whilst  the  road  to  the  reservoir  and  beyond  was  completely 
blocked.  The  reservoir  itself  was  completely"  buried  under  a  drift,  which, 
at  the  entrance,  was  lift.  deep). 

Between  the  25th  February  and  the  17th  March  three  circular  letters  were 
sent  to  consumers  in  Tenbury  regarding  leakage,  waste  and  prompt  repairs 
to  defective  and  bursted  pipes. 

It  was  necessary  to  cut  off  the  supply  on  several  nights  between  the 
hours  of  10  p.m.  and  6  a.m.  in  order  to  build  up  and  maintain  a  proper  level 
at  the  reservoir. 

Following  the  rapid  thaw  of  the  heavy  snows  referred  to  above  it  was 
noticed  that  the  Tenbury  supply  had  become  siightly  opalescent.  Immedi¬ 
ately,  and  as  a  precautionary  measure,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all 
consumers  advising  them  to  boil  all  water  before  use. 

A  sample  of  the  water  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination  was 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Further  samples  were  taken  at  few  days  intervals  and  the  fourth  sample 
was  found  to  be  of  the  usual  good  quality. 

Copies  of  two  analyses  are  as  follows  : 

ANALYSIS-TENBURY  TOWN  WATER-2ist  March,  1947. 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS  ...  Opalescent. 

ODOUR  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 

DEPOSIT  ...  ...  ...  ...  Slight,  brown.  pH  7.2 
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CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  (Results  expressed 


in  parts  per  100,00 


Solids  in  suspension  (Dried  at  100  C)  ...  ...  ...  Trace 

Solids  in  solution  (Dried  at  100  C)  ...  ..  ...  ...  29 

Solids  in  solution.  After  Ignition  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Common  Salt  ...  ...  ..  2.3 

Hardness — Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Total  ...  ' .  24 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0.009 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••  0.009 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.35 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  ...  ...  ...  •  ••  None 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  C  ...  •••  •••  0.04 

/Toxic  Metals  .  . None  detected 


NOTE..  To  convert  the  above  parts  per  100,000  to>  grains  per  gallon, 
multiply  by  0.7. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  upon  Agar  : 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37  C  ...  ...  ...  ...  180  per  one  m.L 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22  C  ...  ...  ...  ...  1500  per  one  m.l. 

Coli-aerogenes  (Presumptive  Coli)  Count — At  least  180  per  100  m.l.* 

*  Including  3  faecal  Coli. 

Bacteriologically  there  is  evidence  of  contamination  and  the  supply  should 
he  chloi mated.  If  this  is  not  possible  the  water  should  be  boiled  before  use 
for  drinking. 


ANALYSIS— TENBLRY  TOWN  WATER— 17th  April,  iq47. 


PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS 

ODOUR  . 

DEPOSIT  . 


CLEAR. 

NONE. 

NONE.  PH  7.5 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  K50-,000). 


Solids  in,  Suspension  (Dried  at  100  C)  ...  ...  ...  None 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  100  C)  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Solids  in  Solution.  After  Ignition  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cholrides  calculated  as  Common  Salt  ...  ...  ...  2.8 

Hardness — Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Temporary  . .  9 

,,  Total  .  .  12 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0006 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Oxygen  absorbed,  in  4  hours  at  27  C  ...  ...  ...  0.013 

Toxic  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  None  detected 


NOTE.  To  convert  the  above  parts  per  100,000  to  grains  per  gallon, 
multiply  by  0.7. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  upon  Agar  : 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37  C  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  per  one  m.l. 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22  C  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  per  one  m.l. 

Coli-aerogenes  (Presumptive  Coli)  Count  ...  ...  3  per  100  m.l. 

The  sample  is  fit  for  drinking. 

MAINS  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  work  of  improving  the  distribution  system  by  installing  link  mains 
and  so  interconnecting  several  streets  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  A 
diversion  of  a  portion  of  the  main  on  the  Kyrewood  Road  also  was  made. 

It  was  intended  to  lay  a  new  length  of  water  main  across  river  Teme 
to  replace  the  existing  portion  of  the  5in.  trunk  main  which  crosses  the  river 
bed  near  to  Teme  Bridge  at  Tenbury.  This  portion  is  known  to  be  partially 
choked  by  encrustation  following  fifty  years  use  and  because  of  bad  align¬ 
ment  it  is  impossible  to  scrape  it.  As  there  is  neither  room  nor  depth  in 
the  roadway  of  the  bridge,  it  was  suggested  that  the  main  be  laid  on  brackets 
on  the  side  of  the  bridge.  However,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  County 
Surveyor  had  not  agreed  to  this  suggestion. 

WATER— OTHER  SUPPLIES. 

Thirty-one  samples  of  water  from  private  wells  and  springs  were  chemi¬ 
cally  and  bacteriologically  examined  during  the  year,  twenty-three  of  which 
where  found  to  be  defective  in  quality.  In  these  cases  appropriate  action  was 
taken.  Several  visits  were  made  to  farms  in  connection  with  proposed  Grant- 
aid  Schemes. 

Two  new  wells  were  sunk  in  the  district. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  conversion  to  the  w'ater  carriage  system,  of  a  large  number  of  pail- 
closets  in  Tenbury  town  is  long  overdue.  In  this  connection  about  7,000 
closet  pails  are  emptied  during  the  course  of  a  year  and  l  have  found  that 
it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  find  labour  for  this  unpleasant  job. 

A  re-arrangement  of  the  sewerage  system  and  the  provision  of  outfall 
works  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  before  it  enters  River  Teme  is  also  an 
urgent  matter. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

House  refuse  collections  w7ere  carried  out  in  two  parishes  of  the  district, 
i.e.,  Tenbury  and  Lindridge.  In  Tenbury  town,  collections  are  made  on  two 
days  of  each  week  and  in  Old  Wood  district  of  Tenbury  once  every  month. 
In  Lindridge  the  collections  are  made  quarterly.  In  the  parish  of  Bayton, 
villagers  deposit  their  house  refuse  on  a  disused  Colliery  Site.  The  site  is 
controlled  by  the  District  Council. 

Some  serious  consideration  has  been  given  to>  the  question  regarding  the 
provision  of  a  refuse  collection  scheme  throughout  the  whole  of  the  rural 
district,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  scheme  will  be  in  operation  during  1948. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Following  housing  inspections  during  the  year,  seventy-four  Informal 
Notices  and  six  Formal  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were 
served,  and  with  the  exception  of  one,  were  complied  with. 

Three  Formal  Notices  were  served  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936;  all  were  complied  with. 

A  large  amount  of  very  useful  Sanitary  work  was  carried  out  and  im¬ 
provements  to  water  supplies  secured  at  a  number  of  premises. 

DANGEROUS  STRUCTURES  (PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1956) 

Six  dangerous  structures  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

VERMINOUS  AND  DIRTY  PREMISES. 

Two  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Many  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rat  infestations  on  premises 
other  than  agricultural  premises.  In  this  district,  where  regular  full-time, 
long-period  employment  for  rat  destruction  cannot  be  offered,  and  where 
casual  labour  is  as  yet  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  find,  progress  in  the 
destruction  of  rats  is  not  so  good  as  desired. 

CONVERSION  OF  EARTH=CLOSETS  TO  WATER  CLOSETS. 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SEC.  47  (4). 

During  the  year  two  applications  to  the  Council  for  grants  towards  the 
expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  conversion  of  earth-closets  to  water- 
closets  were  approved. 

INNS  AND  REFRESHMENT  HOUSES.  Sanitary  Accommo¬ 
dation. 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided 
in  connection  with  Public  H  ouses  in  the  district  and  it  was  necessary,  in  some 
cases,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  to  the  conditions  found. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Twenty-eight  visits  of  inspection  to  factories  were  made,  the  defects 
dealt  with  were  as  follows  : 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  6 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  10- 

Cleanliness  .  12 
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PARTICULARS  OF  OTHER  SANITARY  MATTERS  DEALT 


WITH. 

Defects  to  sewers  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  drains  laid  or  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Do.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  23 

Do.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

Do.  of  house  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Do.  of  defective  W.C.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  18 

Do.  of  additional  W.C.s  put  in  ...  ...  •••  •••  8 

Do.  of  defective  Earth-Closets  remedied  ...  ...  ...  8 

Do.  of  dangerous  wells  dealt  with  ...  ...  •••  ...  5 

Offensive  Accumulations  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  arising  from  dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Other  nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Visits  in  connection  with  Tenibury  Waterworks  ...  ...  603 

Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  in  connection  with  New  Housing  Sites  ...  ...  ...  48 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  128 

Letters  written  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,092 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Six  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  control  of  infectious  diseases 
and  disinfection  carried  out  where  necessary. 

* 

FOOD. 

MILK. 

There  were  in  the  district  one  hundred  and  sixteen  producers,  there 
being  four  new  registrations  during  the  year.  The  number  of  small  producers 
is  rather  'high  and  the  district  is  not  a  large  dairying  one.  Defects  to 
structures,  lighting  and  ventilation  of  cowsheds  and  to  surroundings  were 
dealt  with. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Except  for  emergency  slaughter,  the  six  slaughter  houses  in  the  district 
were  not  used.  Since  early  in  the  war,  m\eat  has  been  supplied  from  a  central 
Abattoir  outside  the  district. 

Butchers’  premises  were  regularly  inspected,  as  also  were  vans  which 
conveyed  the  meat  into  the  district. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  pounds  of  foodstuffs  were 
found  unfit  for  consumption  and  were  destroyed. 

HOUSING.  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  Council  have  136  occupied  houses  in  their  district.  They  have  now 
acquired  a  site  for  14  houses  at  Frogs  Close,  Tenibury,  and  also  sites  in  other 
parishes. 
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HOUSING.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Forty  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  appro¬ 
priate  action  taken. 

PLANS  APPROVED,  1947. 

Conversion  of  buildings  to  housing  accommodation  ...  ...  4 

New  Houses  (Private)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  Houses  (Cguncil)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Plans  other  than  housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING.  (Defence  Regulation  56a). 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  above  is  carried  out  by  my  Department. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  ninety  Licences  together  with  appro¬ 
priate  Authorisations  were  issued.  The  amount  of  extra  work  involved,  both 
clerical  and  in  the  field,  was  very  considerable. 

HOP  PICKERS’  ACCOMMODATION. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
upon  Hop=pickers’  Accommodation  for  Season,  1947  (made  to 
Council  Meeting;,  28th  October,  1947). 

There  are  in  the  district  17  hop  growers  and  accommodation  was  provided 
at  19  premises.  At  two  farms,  “home”  pickers  were  employed. 

Circular  letters  were  sent  out  to  growers  during  the  months  of  May  and 
August. 

The  season  was  a  relatively  early  one  and  was  attended  by  favourable 
weather. 

In  spite  of  the  high  incidence  of  Infantile  Paralysis  in  parts  of  the  country 
and  the  expectedly  greater  possibility  of  infection  in  the  hop-field's,  there  was 
no  case  of  this  disease  in,  the  district  during  the  season.  Your  district  was  again 
fortunate  in  that  no  case  of  other  notifiable  disease  was  reported. 

Quarters  were  inspected  before  the  arrival  of  pickers  and;  several  of  the 
growers  interviewed.  Special  precautionary  measures  were  advised  with; 
regard  to  the  prevailing  epidemic  of  Infantile  Paralysis  and  the  possibility 
of  spread  by  means  of  flies  and  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

In  the  main  we  received  the  co-operation  of  the  growers. 

Even  making  allowance  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  materials  and 
labour,  the  standard  of  accommodation  was  lower  than  pre-war  and  lower 
than  it  should  be. 

The  following  were  the  main  defects  found  : 

Novertotl  Farm,  Stanford. — A  set  of  new  barracks  were  provided 
this  year,  but  unfortunately  the  means  of  ventilation  were  not  adequate  and 
will  require  some  attention.  At  this  camp  there  is  room  for  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  scavenging  arrangements  and  the  grower  has  been  asked  to 
provide  proper  refuse  bins.  He  accepted  an  offer  to  be  put  in  touch  with 
supplies. 

The  Moor,  Eardiston.— The  sanitary  accommodation  will  require 
considerable  improvement  before  another  season  opens.  In  this  connection 
the  grower  himself  has  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  and  it  is  his  intention  to 
carry  out  improvements.  Regarding  sleeping  quarters  at  this  farm,  we  have 
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for  some  time  been  aware  of  the  need  for  improvement,  particularly  to  the 
range  of  buildings  known  as  “Trafalgar  Square.’’  We  believe  that  it  is  the 
war  years  and  the  shortage  cf  materials  which  have  prevented  the  substitution 
of  a  satisfactory  range  of  quarters. 

Lambswick,  Lindridge. — At  this  farm  the  pickers’  quarters  are 
thoroughly  unsatisfactory.  One  shed  giving  ground  floor  sleeping  accommo¬ 
dation  is  most  unsuitable,  the  defective  cobbled  floor  being  insanitary  and 
incapable  of  being  properly  cleansed.  The  structure  generally  is  poor  and 
does  not  provide  adequate  light  and  ventilation. 

In  one  of  the  loft  quarters,  the  floor  is  dangerous  and  in  most  cases 
upstair  sleeping  quarters,  the  landings  and  staircases  were  considered 
dangerous. 

The  condition  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  farm  is  very  bad. 
The  five-seater  latrine  for  women  has  been  turned  round  but  the  trench  is 
unsatisfactory  and  the  structure  is  defective  and  does  not  provide  for  individual 
privacy.  The  three-seater  latrine  was  in  a  filthy  condition  with  excremental 
matter  about  on  the  floor  and1  seats  and  in  the  trench,  practically  level  with 
the  ground.  Other  sentry-box  type  closets  were  in  a  filthy  state. 

Despite  our  preliminary  visit  it  apeared  that  no  anti-fly  precautions  had 
been  taken. 

Eastham  Bridge  Barracks. — Despite  the  fact  that  proposals  were 
put  forward  early  in  the  year  for  a  new  range  of  barracks,  the  old  range 
near  Eastham  Bridge  was  in  use  again. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
hop-pickers’  accommodation. 

HOPPICKERS’  ACCOMMODATION.  BYELAWS. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  byelaws  in  force  in  this  district 
for  securing  the  decent  lodging  and  accommodation  of  hop-pickers  and  other 
persons  engaged  temporarily  in  picking,  gathering  or  lifting  fruit,  flowers, 
bulbs,  roots  or  vegetables  in  the  Rural  District  of  Tenbury. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

j.  E.  PARKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector ,  Surveyor  and  W aterwor\s  Engineer. 
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